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ABSTRACT 

The spectral line-reversal method has been applied to 

determine population-temperatures within an (argon-calcium) 

plasma, generated by a reflected aerodynamic shock. The 

measurements have been made simultaneously on (a) normal 

bound-bound Ca 1 lines, (b) lines involving strongly auto- 

ionizing levels. The agreement of the two sets of values 

identifies the electron-temperature with the temperature 

characterizing the populations of the bound excited-states, 

giving improved confidence in the existence of complete ther- 

mal equilibrium in the reflected shock. 



The s p e c t r a l - l i n e  r e v e r s a l  method has  been previous ly  

appl ied t o  t r a n s i t i o n s  between normal bound e l e c t r o n i c  states 

of n e u t r a l  atoms, ions  or m o l e c u l e s ,  (Gaydon and Hurle 1963; 

Chara t i s  and Wilkerson 1962 ;  Parkinson and Reeves 1964).  The 

technique y i e l d s  t h e  "exc i t a t ion"  or "populat ion" temperature  

between the p a i r  of s t a t e s  concerned, bu t  has  the g r e a t  advan- 

t age  over  methods which depend only  on r e l a t i v e  i n t e n s i t i e s  of  

emission or absorpt ion l i n e s ,  of avoiding involvement w i t h  

t r a n s i t i o n  p r o b a b i l i t y  values,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  complex i s s u e s  

which a r i se  when account has  t o  be taken o f  p a r t i t i o n  func t ion  

te rmina t ion  and i o n i z a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l  depression,  (Garton, 

Parkinson and Reeves 1964).  I n  e a r l i e r  experiments w i th  shock- 

heated gases  w e  have observed (Parkinson and Reeves loc. c i t . )  

t h e  l i n e  r e v e r s a l  temperature t o  be independent of t h e  exc i t a -  

t i o n  energy, and on t h a t  b a s i s  have suggested t h e  gas t o  be i n  

thermal equi l ibr ium. 

W e  have now made fur ther  reversal- temperature  measure- 

ments on l i n e s  possessing s t rong ly  au to ion iz ing  upper s t a t e s ,  

i . e .  , s t a t e s  l y ing  i n  t h e  continua above the normal series t e r m s  

converging on the ground s t a t e  of  t h e  ion .  The populat ion of 

an au to ion iz ing  level depends on the e l e c t r o n  d e n s i t y  and elec- 

t r o n  temperature.  The autoionization-broadened l i n e  may, i n  

f a c t ,  be regarded a s  a resonance i n  an i o n i z a t i o n  continuum 

(Fano 1961; Fano and Cooper 1965), t h e  s e l e c t i o n  r u l e s  f o r  auto-  

i o n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t he  upper l e v e l  can f i n d  an ad jacen t  

continuum of  t h e  same J and p a r i t y ,  and f o r  LS-coupling t h e  same 

L- and S-values. Departures from LS-coupling r e l a x  t h e  l a t t e r  

requirement.  I f  reversal- temperature  measurements a r e  made on 

t h e  same plasma, r e spec t ive ly  wi th  l i n e s  which do and do not  have 

au to ion iz ing  upper s ta tes ,  and i d e n t i c a l  va lues  are  found, it i s  

a s a f e  conclusion t h a t  t h e  e l e c t r o n  temperature has  been measured 
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and found equal  t o  t h e  temperature c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  t h e  Boltz- 

mann d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  normal bound s t a t e s .  I n  t h e  measure- 

ments  he re  reported,  t h e  two r e v e r s a l  temperatures d id  agree 

wi th in  experimental  e r r o r ,  and t h e  assumption of a good approach 

t o  thermal equi l ibr ium i n  the shock-heated gas i s  thereby 

strengthened. 

Not many autoionized l i n e s  have been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  

wavelength region above 2800A where l i ne - r eve r sa l  measurements 

a r e  poss ib le .  For tuna te ly ,  however, t h e  au to ioniz ing  t r a n s i t i o n  

3d4p 3F0 - 3d4d 3G i n  neu t r a l  calcium has been i d e n t i f i e d  a t  

16362, A6343 and A6318. The normal t r a n s i t i o n  4p Po - 4d 3D 

of Ca I a l s o  provides a s u i t a b l e  l i n e  a t  4425.48. With t h e  

method of shock-heating powdered solLds,  calcium vapour can 

e a s i l y  be introduced i n t o  the r e f l e c t e d  shock region and s i m u l -  

taneous l i ne - r eve r sa l  temperature measurements can be made w i t h  

one of t h e  autoionized A6350 l i n e s  and t h e  normal A4425 Ca I 

l i n e .  S ince  t h e  G upper l e v e l  of t h e  au to ioniz ing  t r a n s i t i o n  

l ies  i n  t h e  continuum, the t r i p l e t  of  A6350 has a lower l e v e l  

which i s  approximately 4.5 e l e c t r o n  v o l t s  above t h e  ground s t a t e .  

A temperature of approximately 6 0 0 0 ° K  i n  t h e  r e f l e c t e d  shock 

was requi red  t o  populate t h e  G s t a t e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  t h e  l i n e  

t o  be observed i n  emission. 

0 

3 
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3 
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The experimental  arrangement f o r  t h e s e  measurements was 

very s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  reported e a r l i e r  (Parkinson and Reeves loc .  

c i t . ) .  A Xenon f l a s h  tube (EGG FX-12 provided t h e  background 

continuum f o r  both atomic l i n e s .  Light from t h e  same region of 

t h e  r e f l e c t e d  shock and from t h e  FX-12 was divided by a beam- 

s p l i t t e r ,  and images w e r e  formed on t h e  entrance s l i t s  of two 

F/9 half-meter Jarrel l -Ash scanning spectrometers .  A n  RCA 1P28  

photomul t ip l ie r  was used t o  d e t e c t  t h e  4425i r a d i a t i o n ,  and an 

RCA 4463 recorded t h e  autoionized l i n e ,  wi th entrance and e x i t  

s l i t s  of both monochromators se t  a t  approximately 20  microns.  
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The o p t i c a l  system was c a l i b r a t e d  wi th  a P h i l l i p s  tungsten- 

f i lament  s tandard lamp. The shock waves w e r e  produced i n  a 

pressure-driven s t a i n l e s s - s t e e l  shock tube wi th  a 9 - f t .  chan- 

n e l ,  3 - f t .  d r i v i n g  s e c t i o n  with uniform 2 inch square c ros s  

sec t ion .  Hydrogen a t  165 p s i  was used t o  genera te  t h e  shocks 

i n  pure argon a t  an i n i t i a l  p ressure  of  10 Torr.  

The measured temperatures and e m i s s i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  two 

wavelengths a r e  l i s t e d  i n  Table I.  The average d i f f e r e n c e  be- 

tween  t h e  p a i r s  of measured temperatures i s  approximately 5 0 " K ,  

and i s  wi th in  our es t imated experimental  e r r o r  of  1.5%. To 

v e r i f y  t h e  e s t ima te  of t h e  experimental  e r r o r  w e  made s e v e r a l  

r u n s  wi th  both monochromators on t h e  4 4 2 5 i  l i n e  and observed 

a temperature d i f f e r e n c e  of about 9 0 ° K .  

Because t h e  calcium atoms w e r e  introduced i n t o  t h e  re- 

f l e c t e d  shock by t h e  powdered s o l i d  technique, w e  w e r e  con- 

cerned about t h e  uniformity i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of powder and 

t h e  concent ra t ion  i n  t h e  boundary l a y e r .  W e  observed, f o r  

o p t i c a l l y  t h i c k  l i n e s ,  t h a t  the,boundary l aye r  i n  t h e  shock 

tube could a f f e c t  t h e  temperature by a s  much a s  300" i n  6 5 0 0 " .  

For t h i s  reason, t h e  emiss iv i ty  was kept  less than one so t h a t  

t h e  temperature t h a t  was measured would r ep resen t  an average 

temperature across  t h e  shock tube.  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of atoms 

would, of course,  be more uniform i n  an experiment where t h e  

atomic spec ie s  could be introduced i n t o  t h e  channel gas a s  a 

v o l a t i l e  vapour, and it would then be poss ib l e  t o  compute t h e  

temperature.  With t h e  powdered s o l i d  technique one cannot 

c a l c u l a t e  t h e  temperature behind t h e  r e f l e c t e d  shock wave be- 

cause of t h e  unknown amounts of energy requi red  t o  vaporize,  

d i s s o c i a t e ,  and e x c i t e  the  a c t u a l  number of calcium atoms i n  

t h e  tes t  gas.  Attempts a t  t h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n  have ind ica t ed  t h a t  

t h e  energy involved would reduce t h e  temperature from t h a t  of 

t h e  pure argon case  by approximately 15%. 
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W e  a r e  cont inuing these  experiments on o the r  autoionized 

l i n e s  from atoms introduced t o  t h e  shock a s  powdered s o l i d s  and 

as  v o l a t i l e  compounds. 

equi l ibr ium i n  t h e  shock tube ,  it w i l l  be poss ib l e  t o  measure 

the absolu te  i n t e n s i t y  i n  t h e  centers of autoionized l i n e s .  T h i s  

method then o f f e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  us ing  t h e  shock tube as 

an absolu te  s tandard of r a d i a t i o n  a t  wavelengths where  auto- 

ionized l i n e s  a r e  observed. 

W i t h  t h e  confirmation of thermodynamic 
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TABLE I 

Line 6362.4A 4 4 2 5 i  

Temp. (OK) 8 Temp. (OK) € -T 

5760 

6258 

6390 

6740 

6800 

0.76 5890 

0.70 6262 

0.45 6360 

0.62 6798 

0.36 6767 

OK) 

0.42 -130 

0.40 - 4  

0.633 + 30  

0.76 - 58 

0.59 + 33 

Average AT = 51" 
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